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PUBLIC STATEMENT ON TODAY’S SCHOOL SHOOTING IN MINNEAPOLIS 

 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA, AUGUST 27, 2025 — The school year has barely started, and 
where are we America? 

Since August 1, 2025, at least six incidents of gunfire have been reported on school grounds 
resulting in 2 deaths and 21 injuries.1 In all of 2025, there have been at least 91 incidents of 
gunfire on school grounds, resulting in 31 deaths and 86 injuries nationally.   

This morning, two young children were killed and at least 17 others injured in a shooting at a 
Catholic school in Minneapolis. The children were at mass praying when the shooting occurred. 

In addition to actual gunfire, our youth are being traumatized by rounds of hoax calls claiming 
active shooters are present on campus. At least a dozen colleges have endured these calls just 
this week.2  That these turned out to be false calls does not lessen the fear and harm done while 
those on campus scramble for safety after receiving “RUN, HIDE, FIGHT” texts from campus 
security. 

While the damage grows, the Trump administration is actively rolling back the very gun laws and 
investments that actually fight gun violence. The Education Department cancelled $1 billion in 
funding for school mental health resources. The administration has effectively legalized machine 
guns by refusing to enforce a ban against devices that function like forced reset triggers, 
drastically increasing a gun’s rate of fire. They have rescinded millions of dollars of grants to local 
community violence intervention programs. Trump has disbanded the White House Office of Gun 
Violence Prevention, slashed funding to the ATF, plans to revise or eliminate at least 50 ATF rules 
and gun restrictions, and removed CDC and HHS staff who oversaw gun violence prevention 
programs.3 
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“Gun violence is a public health crisis, with 5,151 children and teenagers killed or wounded by 
guns in 2024.4 While students and teachers are being terrorized, our federal government is 
removing the very funding and resources that can help prevent these shootings,” said Therese 
Hymer, President of San Diegans for Gun Violence Prevention, a San Diego, CA nonprofit. 

As Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey stated after today’s shooting: “Don’t just say this is about 
thoughts and prayers right now. These kids were literally praying.” 

Our children deserve better. Demand that our leaders take action.   

 

__________________ 

1  In addition to today’s Minneapolis shooting, gun discharges have occurred in White Plains, NY; Plano, 
TX; Norcross, GA; Raleigh, NC; Peoria, IL. 
https://everytownresearch.org/maps/gunfire-on-school-grounds/ 
2 On Monday alone, law enforcement responded to calls claiming active shooters at Arkansas, Northern 

Arizona University, Iowa State, Kansas State, the University of Colorado-Boulder and the University of 
New Hampshire. More calls were made Tuesday at the University of Kentucky, West Virginia University 
and Central Georgia Technical College. There have also been calls in the last week at Villanova University, 
University of South Carolina, and University of Tennessee.  
https://apnews.com/article/active-shooter-calls-hoaxes-arkansas-villanova-iowa-7fae16fae9025cf421acb
6115c30c3d3?utm_source=copy&utm_medium=share 
3 https://giffords.org/analysis/tracking-trumps-disastrous-record-on-guns/ 
4 https://www.thetrace.org/2024/12/data-gun-violence-shooting-stats-america/ 

 

 

About San Diegans for Gun Violence Prevention (SD4GVP) 

Founded in 2018, SD4GVP, 501(c)(4), is an all-volunteer coalition of citizens and organizations in 
the San Diego region and beyond dedicated to ending gun violence in the U.S. This is 
accomplished through legislative advocacy, public education, and intervention strategies in 
high-risk communities. For more information, visit sd4gvp.org. Follow us on Facebook at 
SD4GVP, on BlueSky @sd4gvp.bsky.social  @GvpSd4, and on Instagram. 
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